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ACCORDING TO THE CaTHoLic DrreEct- 
ory for 1888, there are in the United 
States 11 archbishops, 68 bishops, 7,596 
priests, 1,974 ecclesiastical students, 
6,829 churches, 3,057 chapels and sta- 
tions, 29 theological seminaries, g1 col- 
leges, 588 academies, 2,606 parochial 
schools, 511,063 pupils in the parochial 
schools, 472 charitable institutions and 
about 8,000,000 Catholics, every one 
of whom the Pope of Rome, through 
his agents, directs and controls in spir- 
itual and temporal affairs. Every bish- 
op, priest, monk and nun must work 
in unison and obey the Pope, or they 
will be ‘‘clubbed out” like Father Mc- 
Glynn. These millions are not free 
like other citizens in thiscountry. We 
know it, for we had to bear the same 
yoke. But many thousands of them 
desire to be free, free citizens and free 
children of God. The hundreds of 
testimonies we have published in our 
articles, ‘‘Converts from Rome” show 
that large numbers are continually leav- 
ing the service of the Pope to become 
Christians indeed. They and _ their 
children’s children will be worthy 
Americans. The Pope’s followers will 
always be enemies of American institu- 
tions. 
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Subscription and Circulation. 

YpUNDREDS of ministers and Cath- 
424 olic priests in all parts of the 
country receive THE ConveRTED CaTH- 
OLIc more or less regularly—generally 
more—without paying for it. Proba- 
bly there are 200 ministers who send 
on the subscription, and they are not 
among the large salaried ones, but very 
much on the contrary. One of these 
latter in New York City writes, Feb. 2, 
1888, ‘‘I cannot pay for THE Conver- 
TED CaTHOLIC this year much as I prize 
it. It gives an inside view of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in our day, and 
of Rome’s doings in this country that 
I cannot find in any other publication, 
yet such a knowledge is a luxury that 
I cannot pay for.” Of course we will 
place that brother on our ‘‘Free List”. 
But what shall we do with the hundreds 


of others who do not express a word 
of thanks for receiving the Magazine? 

The majority of our subscribers do 
not care a straw for Popery; they are 
Christians whom Romanism has never 
touched spiritually, though their ances- 
tors might have been under the yoke of 


bondage hundreds of years ago. But 
they sympathize with Catholics who by 
God’s grace become converted to pure 
Christianity, in which Jesus alone is 
Prophet, Pnest and King, and they 
extend the hand of fellowship to them 
andsay, ‘‘Welcome unto the household 
of God”. There are other subscribers 
who rightly see a danger to our Ameri- 
can institutions in the power of Rome 
in this country, and support a publica- 
tion that exposes and denounces every 
attempt of the Pope’s agents, whether 
priests or laymen, to direct or control 
public affairs in the interests of the 
Church of Rome. There are yet oth- 


ers—and, thank God, not a few, but 
many hundreds—who have been Ro- 
man Catholics, and by God’s mercy 
have been led to accept Christ as the 
only Saviour and only Mediator, who 
are among our dearest subscribers. 
But Catholics who rebel against Popery 
in politics and its assumptions to dic- 
tate in all the affairs of civil life, though 
they will read THE ConverteD CaTHo- 
Lic and hugely enjoy its ‘‘hits” against 
the old rotten ‘‘machine” will not sub- 
scribe for it. As more than one of 
them said to us, ‘‘There is too much 
religion init’. That isthe trouble, too, 
with the thousands of Catholics all over 
the country who despise the mummer- 
ies and superstitions of Rome, and yet 
will worship God or pray to Him in 
no other way. These latter will con- 
verse freely with Protestants and es- 
pecially with ministers, who ordinarily 
would not talk religion to them. It 
would not be accounted ‘‘good form” 
or ‘‘good taste’, as the saying is. 
But we have yet to find the ‘‘liberal 
Catholic” who will not read THe Con- 
VERTED Catuotic if it be sent to them 
or commended to them by one whom 
they respect and esteem. 

In sending the Magazine broadcast 


‘we are doing a good work, whether 


it is paid for or not, and with God’s 
blessing we shall continue to send it as 
a missionary agent to as many pastors 
and people as possible. Some have 
more magazines and other publications 
sent to them by editors and publishers 
than they can find time to read, but the 
less rich are less favored. These latter 
we desire to interest in our labors and 
make them co-workers in converting 
the Catholics. All our friends can help 
in such a work, while supporting other 
worthy missionary efforts. 
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Letter From Father Chiniquy. 





Sr. Anne, ILt., Feb. 10, 1888. 


NG Dear BroTHER:—Please accept 
AX the renewed assurance of my 
gratitude for the pleasure you give me 
every month through your admirable 
ConvERTED CaTHOoLic. Not less than 
forty different daily, weekly and month- 
ly periodicals come to me from the five 
continents, but yours keeps always the 
first place in my mind and in my heart. 
Allow me to congratulate you on the 
improvements we find in your last two 
numbers; it shows that the Good Mas- 
teris on your side and helping you. 
Without this divine succor it would have 
been impossible to surmount the for- 
midable difficulties by which you were 
and by which you are still surrounded. 
I am happy totell you that wherever 
I goI doallin my power to increase 
the number of your subscribers, and I 
am proud to say that more than once I 
have broken the ice which is on the 
horizon of too many disciples of the 
Gospel, both ministers and laymen, in 
reference to the mighty and successful 
battle you are fighting against the giant 
power of Rome in the United States. 
As your readers always like to know 
the progress of the Gospel among the 
Romanists, allow me to tell them that 
during these last twelve months more 
than three hundred have renounced the 
errors of Rome to accept the word of 
God as the only light of their intelli- 
gence; among my French Canadian 
countrymen there are two priests who 
have made their abjuration in our hum- 
ble chapel. It is very seldom indeed, 
that I spend a day without receiving 
some letters speaking to me of new con- 
verts who have washed their robes in 


the blood of the lamb, after having bro- 
ken the heavy and ignominious yoke of 
of the Pope. 

Your brother in Christ, 


C. CHINIQUY. 


ere 


LETTER FROM FATHER MC FAUL, 

Crapo, Mp., Jan. 26, 1888. 
site Dear Brotuer :—As you know 
<—> 


I am a poor hand at letter writ- 
ing. I am always in arrears with you 
but have the best intentions though my 
practice does not show it. I am not 
however ungrateful, though it may seem 
so from my neglect of correspondence. 
I have not been able to visit you and 
your work in New York, but expect 
soon to do so._ I have not even senta 
subscription for THe Convertep CatTu- 
otic, but do so now to cover all arrears 
and to send it to . 3 
will also try to get subscribers for it. 
Romanism has not much hold here 
and the people do not trouble them- 
selves about it. 





I had a letter a few days ago from 
my nephew, and I laid back in my chair 
and roared with laughter while reading 
it. He said Sister Agnes, a holy and 
devout adherent of the old Pope in a 
convent in Maine had asked him about 
me, and when he told her that I was a 
shouting Methodist preacher, she was 
so shocked she fainted at his feet. I 
will tell him that he ought to have had 
some of the priests’ holy water with 
him to sprinkle her with and bring her 
to; but he has mighty little faith in 
priests and less in their holy water. 
May God advance and prosper your 
cause. 

Your brother, 


Dan. F. McFaut. 
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CONVERTS + FRO} + ROME. 


R's. J. G. Butler and Rev. John 
oN 


Swindt, Presbyterian pastors in 
Illinois, who are greatly beloved by 
their congregations, ought to be set at 
work by the Presbyterian Board of Mis- 
sions to preach the Gospel to the Cath- 
olics of the United States. Their con- 
gregations may not wish to part with 
them, but when the call to a_ higher 
duty comes every congregation and 
every pastor should surrender to it. 
Messrs. Butlerand Swindt, like so many 
other Presbyterian pastors in this coun- 
try and in Canada, had been Roman 
Catholics, and their experimental know- 
ledge of that monstrous fraud in relig- 
ion would be of incalculable benefit to 
them in preaching Christ and him cru- 
cified to their Catholic brethren. But 
no one will guarantee them the neces- 
saries of life if they should leave their 
congregations and enter upon. this 
work. 

A few years ago one of the ablest 
Methodist preachers in Iowa, a man 
large in mind and in body, witha great 
big Irish heart, a converted Catholic, 
asked for a smallappropriation, $2.500 
out of the ‘* Million Dollar Fund” that 
the great Methodist Church in the Un- 
ited States annually contributes 
missionary purposes. 


for 
He wanted it for 


work among the Catholics as an exper- 


iment, asssuring the general committee 
that after the first year he would be 
able to raise all the money that would 
be needed. He was refused the appro- 
priation even though the general con- 
ference at Philadelphia in 1884 had ap- 
proved a resolution to establish mis- 
sions for the conversion of Roman 
Catholics in the United States. 


Protestant Episcopal ministers have 
written saying they were eager to enter 
upon the work of preaching the Gos- 
pel to the Catholics if the way were op- 
en, that is, if salaries that would be 
sufficient for daily néeds were provid- 
ed. There is a growing necessity for 
the work of reaching the Catholics with 
the Gospel, and we believe it ought to 
be done now. Rome leads intelligent 
people to infidelity; the time to rescue 
them is before they loose all faith in 
God; ‘‘an ounce of prevention is 
better than a pound of cure” in this 
case as in many others. We may not 
live to see the work of evangelizing the 
Catholics generally taken up by the 
churches in the United States, but we 
are firmly convinced that it must be 
done some time. Meantime we will do 
what we can to reach the Catholics 
themselves and to interest all Christians 
in the work, 


Montreal, Can., Dec. 22, 1887. 


re 


Gs EV. anp DEAR BroTHER O'Connor: 
R I thank you very much for send- 
ing me your valuable publication the 
ConverTED Catuotic. | translate many 
of its articles and read them to my 
congregation to their great delight. 

I know you will be glad to learn 
that the evangelization of the French 
Canadians is progressing favorably in 
Montreal. Ihave a good congregation 
and fifty communicants, and our num- 
bers are constantly increasing. They 
would be much larger if the people af- 
ter being converted did not emigrate to 
the United States to avoid the persecu- 
tions that are sure to follow all who 
leave the Church of Rome. In the 
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United States they have freedom to wor- 
ship God and educate their children. 
There are thousands in Canada who 
if they were not afraid of persecution 
and financial loss in business and_ pro- 
fessional standing would declare them- 
selves Protestants. There are many 
others who, disgusted with the tyranny 
and foolish superstitions of Rome, yet 
not knowing anything of the Gospel of 
salvation by faith, have nothing to fall 
back on and so look upon all religion 
as priestcraft, and become infidels. 
Wishing you great success and pray- 
ing earnestly that God will baptize you 
more and more with his blessed Spirit, 
and make you a power in his hand to 
bring thousands out of the house of 
bondage and galling yoke of Rome, 
I am your brother in Christ, 
MircHELL SADLER. 
Pastor Methodist French Mission. 
—_——e+re 
Hillsdale, Mich., Dec. 12, 1887. 
Dear Brotuer O’Connor:—I am 
deeply interested in your work and am 
delighted with the spirit and aims of THE 
ConvERTED Catuocic. | wish we might 
have a glorious convention of those 


the 
darkness of Romanism to the light of 


who have been redeemed from 
Christ and the blessings of a good hope 
through grace. If we 
such a convention of the men who are 
now doing a good work in the various 
churches, I am confidant it would re- 
sult in great good to the cause of true 
religion, 


could secure 


I am one of those who wish 
to tend to you my soulful sympathies 
in your special work ; I often think of 
you and wish I could in some way 
aid you in your work for the Master 
and in the interest of that large class 
who are so deeply in need of our help 


and of the blessings of the Gospel. I 
know personally what is the fearful 
darkness and bitterness of Romanism, 
and what it means to break away from 
it and thus expose yourself to the fear- 
ful spirit of persecution that is a feature 
of the Papal system. 


I also know that 
the grace of God and the spirit of truth 
can keep and sustain all of us; and, 
thank God, the number of converts 
from Rome is greatly increasing. 


It is 
my most fervent prayer that God may 
sustain and richly bless and crown your 
labors of love and works of faith with 
many tokens of his grace in the salva- 
tion of many who are now in the bon- 
dage of Romanism. 

Yours in 
Christ, 


the faith and hope of 


J. C. Rooney. 
Pastor First Baptist Church. 


+e 


Archbishop Hughes in Purgatory 

The New York 7yibune, January 5, 
1888, says: 

Because Tuesday was the fourteenth anni 
versary of the death of Archbishop Hughes, 
more than the usual number of persons found 
in the Cathedral on an ordinary week day 
were on hand for the requiem mass which they 
thought would be celebrated. Father Lavelle 
explained that the requiem ceremonies in the 
case of Archbishop Hughes will take place on 
the anniversary of the death of Cardinal Me- 
Closkey, as the custom has been to remember 
these events on the date upon which the last 
prelate died. 


But the anniversary of Cardinal Mc- 
Closkey’s death will not come around 
until October, and poor Archbishop 
Hughes must suffer in purgatory for 
the next ten months. 
indeed. Archbishop Hughes was the 
greatest champion of the Roman 
Church in America, and fought her 


This is cruelty 
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battles with a skill and energy displayed 
by no other man before his time or 
since. And now little more than a 
dozen years after his death, there is 
not a priest in New York to offera 
mass for the repose of his soul—unless 
some one said a low mass after being 
paid for it. It is cruel of Archbishop 
Corrigan, if he believes that masses and 
prayers can release imprisoned souls, 
to allow his predecessor to suffer in 
purgatory without doing something for 
him. Poor Archbishop Hughes! you 
did not deserve such treatment. There 
you are in purgatory, left to the mercy 
of God, and Corrigan and his priests 
have no mercy on you. Like Cardinal 
Wolsey, you could say, ‘‘ Had I but 
served my God with half the zeal I 
served my king (the Pope), he would 
not in mine age (or after death) have 
left me naked (suffering) to mine ene- 
mies (in purgatory).” Now you know, 
O departed spirit of John Hughes, that 
the Pope and his Church deceived you 
about purgatory, and in your honest 
zeal led you to deceive others. There 
is no such place as purgatory. If there 
were, and if Corrigan and his priests 
really believed their masses and prayers 
could release souls detained there, 
they would not cease to offer them 
continually, But very few priests or 
bishops nowadays believe in that fraud, 
purgatory. 
ose 


What a Mockery. 


tax DISPATCH from Chicago in the 
#\X New York Mail and Express, 
January 30, 1888, says: 

‘* Father Cleary a noted temperance orator, 
preached to an immense congregation in the 
Holy Family Church, (the Church of the Je- 
suits) last night, and becoming impassioned, 
insisted that the congregation stand en masse 


and individually repeat the total abstinence 
pledge for one year. Not a man or woman 
The fact that Father 
Cleary has been invited to occupy the pulpit 
of the leading Jesuit Church: in the West is tak- 
en asan indication that the Jesuit Society is 
determined to use its powerful and far-reach- 
ing influence against the liquor traffic.’’ 


dared to remain seated. 


In the cause of temperance, morality 
and good citizenship we wish it were 
true that the Jesuits would use their 
‘‘powerful and far reaching influence” 
in favor of total abstinence from liq- 
uor. But what are the facts? There 
were many members of the Jesuit 
Society present to hear Father Cleary, 
and it must be presumed that they 
stood up with the rest of the congrega- 
tion and ‘‘swore off” for at least one 
year. Did they mean it? It is said 
they dare not refuse; as all stood up 
and ‘‘swore off.” 

Now, we know something of the Je- 
suits in Chicago. Though never a 
member of their Society (thank God 


for that!) we were ordained a priest in 
the chapel of their college by Bishop 
Foley, December 23, 1871. 


For six 
days before our ordination we were in 
‘* retreat,” preparing for the event, in 
their college adjoining their Church. 
Bishop Foley was then a resident ofthe 
College, his house and church having 
been burned down in the great Chicago 
fire the previous October. We had 
been ordained a sub-deacon and deac- 
on in St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, 
the previous June, with much cere- 
mony, and the ordination to the priest- 
hood was a quiet and formal affair. 
Making our ‘‘retreat” as a deacon gave 
us the privilege of being treated by the 
Jesuits as a full fledged ecclesiastic, 
and we saw many things among them 
that were to us previously ‘‘ hidden 
mysteries”—of which more anon. 
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33 ATHER O'Connor continues to hold 
Ay his services every Sunday evening 
in the large hall of Masonic Temple, 
Sixth Avenue and Twenty-third street, 
this city. Many Catholics attend the 
meetings—more than he could attract to 
hear him ina smallerhall. But, as he 
told the congregation Sunday, Feb. sth, 
if the place of meeting be more attractive 
and more'centrally located, like all other 
good things in this world, it must be 
paid forata higher rate. Unlike denom- 
inational missions, it seemed almost 
impossible to get influential men to give 
orobtain the money necessary to meet 
the current expenses of this work for the 
conversion of Roman Catholics. Men 
of wealth or business men generally, do 
not care to be identified with a work 
that fights Popery in the name of the 
Lord. As is well-known, Father O’Con- 
nor continued, his work was a purely 
spiritual one, and it was only from spir- 
itually-minded people that he could 
expect support for the work. He ap- 
pealed to all such to help as best they 
could, for help and co-operation are 
needed. 


Sunday, Feb. 12th, Father O’Connor 
preached the first ofa series of discours- 
es on the additions made to the truth of 
God by the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Church of Christ at Rome when 
Paul preached there’ in the first century 
was as pure in doctrine as the Church in 
Jerusalem or at Antioch, orin any other 
part of the world where the teachings of 
Christ and his Apostles were the sole 
doctrines taught. Butas the Church at 
Rome became identified with the imper- 
ial power, which gradually waned and 
died, so corruptions in doctrine grew 


apace and yokes of bondage in the shape 
of new doctrines ‘vere put upon the 
necks of the people that, as the Apostle 
Peter said, ‘‘neither our fathers nor we 
were able to bear.” ‘The preaching ot 
the Word of God in Rome was pure for 
the first centuries. How did corruption 
in doctrine creep in? 

To answer this it would be necessary 
to review the lives of the Popes who dis- 
regarded the plain declaration of our 
Lord that His Kingdom was not of this 
world. The Popes sought to build a 
spiritual and temporal kingdom on the 
ruins ofthe Roman Empire. Theysuc- 
ceeded for a time, but the temporal pow- 
er or political kingdom of the Papacy 
has been overthrown in the present gen- 
eration, not by foreign armies but 
by the uprising of the Pope’s own fol 
lowers, his beloved fellow-countrymen 
who had been groaning under the yoke 
of bondage. 


Sunday, Feb. 19, was marked by 
disturbances that have been threatening 
for some time. It came to Father 
O’Connor’s knowledge that a gang ot 
roughs were ready, not only to cause 
disturbances in the meetings, but to do 
him personal harm. He did not an- 
nounce this to the congregation lest the 
timid ones should be frightened, but he 
resolved to have a policeman in the hall 
in the future. Accordinglya policeman 
was present Sunday, Feb. 26, and 
though there were threatening looks a- 
mong the Roman Catholic roughs there 
was no disturbance. After the meeting 
Father O'Connor repeated what had 
been told him about the danger to him- 
self and others, not excepting Father 
McGlynn. 
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A Roman Catholic Government. 


‘} it only a coincidence that several 
P< ° 
“ 


leading papers in different parts of 
the country during the last month re- 
ferred to the possible election of a Ro- 
man Catholic as President of the United 
States? We quoted the Vew York Her- 
ald as saying. that a Roman Catholic 
can be elected if he gets enough votes. 
The New York Sua has said the same. 

And now it is rumored that the Re- 
publican party will drop Mr. Blaine and 
nominate Gen, Phil. Sheridan for Pres- 
ident at the The 


‘Catholic vote” is the deciding element 


next convention. 
in American politics, in the estimation 
of the leaders of both parties, and it 
must be ‘‘captured” by hook of by 
Lively times may be expected 
in the political campaigns this Spring 
and Summer. 

The New York //era/d of Feb. 14th, 


1888, quotes a score or more of Repub- 


CTO ok. 


lican papers that advocate the nomin- 
ation of General Sheridan for the Pres- 
idency. 

The New York Sum of the same date 
Says: 

A possible result of the withdrawal of Mr. 
Blaine is the nomination by the Republicans 
of General Philip Henry Sheridan, and a very 
strong candidate he would unquestionably 
prove, notwithstanding certain points of weak- 
ness which it is not necessary to develop at 
the present stage of the question. 

The Brooklyn Hagle of same date, 
(Feb. 14.) says: 

There is a good deal of talk about Gener- 


al Sheridan as a Republican candidate 
President , , , Nor is there any 


for 
reason for 
doubting how well General Sheridan would run. 

The Roman Catholic of 
course, are enthusiastic over all this 
talk about General Sheridan. They 
more than hint that as Mr. Blaine is out 


papers, 


of the race General Sheridan is the on- 
ly candidate who would poll the full 
Roman Catholic vote. But are the Am- 
erican people ready to place a Roman 
The 


political managers care nothing for re- 


Catholic in the Presidential chair? 


ligion, and if Sheridan be the most 
available candidate they will ‘nominate 
him. But we are as certain as we are 
of our existence that he would not be 
elected. General Sheridan is a great 
soldier and a most estimable gentle- 
man, but the ‘‘mark of the beast” is 


upon him. 


Of all the countries in the world, 
not excepting even Italy, Mexico is the 
most troubled with Popery. — Protest- 
ant missionaries there have more to con- 
tend against than in any country in the 
world. And now the United States 
government, unconsciously, 
makes their condition harder still. A 


perhaps 


dispatch dated February, 7, 1888, says 
‘“*Generel Bragg of Wisconsin, the 
new Minister to Mexico, has appointed 
T. B. Connery Secretary of the Amer- 
ican Legation in Mexico.” 

Mr. Connery was for many years man- 
aging editor of the New York /feradd, 
and was generally known in journalis- 
tic circleasa ‘‘lay Jesuit.” He is an ar- 
dent Roman Catholic, and when, last 
year, he was an applicant for the posi- 
tion of Clerk to the Board of Education 
in New York City, he accounted for his 
rejection because of his religion, the 
people at large accepted as true the gen- 
eral verdict that he was a ‘‘Jesuit.” Back- 
ed up by all the Roman Catholic influ- 
ence that could be brought to bear upon 
President Cleveland he was appointed 
attache to the American Legation in 
Mexico last year, and now he has been 
appointed Secretary. 
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Perseverence in Labor 

)N the sweet New Year's Greeting 
«h that appeared in our last issue, the 
writer said: ‘‘1 realize that vou must 
have passed through trials and troubles 
and difficulties, that there must have 
come times when the way seemed 
blocked up before you, times when in 
the home even as in your public work 
you hardly knew how ‘to make the 
ends meet.” The struggle I can well 
believe has sometimes been a hard one, 
but you have borne it all with a brave, 
true, heroic spirit, trusting in the Lord 
and clinging to his promises with liv- 
ing faith, working with your might to 
impart to others the light which, shin- 
ing on your pathway, changed the 
whole current of your life and all its 
purposes, ” 


This is well and beautifully express- 
ed, and could be applied to many a 
Christian worker besides 
writer, 


the present 
The great comfort is that our 
Lord and Master when on earth had 
to go through more trials than he re- 
quired any of his disciples to bear. 
Every Christian who does his or her 
part to bring others to know the ex- 
ceeding riches of the grace of God 
must be ready to bear all things, even 
the day ofsmall things when no fruit 
from the labor appears. But faithful- 
ness and zeal wisely directed will be re- 
warded, in this world—or in _ the 
next. 

A typographical error made it ap- 
pear that the ‘‘New Year’s Greeting ” 
was written January 1, 1881. It should 
have been ‘‘ 1888,” 

The writer of that admirable ‘‘Greet- 
ing” has known grief and 
row in her own home, having 


sor- 
lost 
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her husband, Colonel George W. Lee, 
little more than a year ago. 
What Our 


Subscribers Say. 


The Rev. S. T. Show, pastor M. FE. 
Church, Monticel!o, Minn., writes un 
der date of Dec. 27, 1887: 

There is no paper that comes to my studv 
more welcome than the CONVERTED CATHO 


Lic. I wish its visits were weekly. Go on! 


You are gaining ground. 


A valued friend, J. T. F., Troy, N. 
Y., writes: 

Your monthly isaseagerly looked for as our 
Harper’s Magazine, and is more valuable ev- 


ery month. 


From a subscriber in the Treasury 
Department, Washington, D. C. comes 
a word of hearty approval of the ‘‘make 
up” of the magazine: 

It was good enough in previous volumes, 
but the New Year begins with a handsome 
appearance. And the improvement in the list 
of contents is equally marked. 

With the blessing of God and the kind 
co-operation of our friends we shall go 
on “improving” the magazine until it 
shall be all that the heart could wish in 
its special field of work. 


Hiram, Me., Feb. 1, 1888. 

Dear Brorner:—Your ConveRTED 
Catuo.ic is greatly improved in_ its 
features, hence its attractiveness both 
within and without. It is the only mon- 
thly or weekly of the many that come 
to me that I am able to read through- 
Wishing 


you great and grand success in your ef- 


out, and I always enjoy it. 


forts to bring light unto those who are 
and have been all their days in the 
darkness of Roman errors I am, 
Yours sincerely, 
Rev. R. Henry Davis. 
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Kind Words. 
— From The London Christian. — 
December 30th, 1887. 

We have received from James A, 
O'Connor, publisher, Bible House, 
New York, the bound volume for 1887 
of THe ConvERTED CaTHOLIC, a month- 
ly magazine specially designed for the 
conversion of Roman Catholics to 
evangelical Christianity. This maga- 
zine is not only good for Catholics to 
read, that they may learn the evangel- 
ical. way of salvation, but all Protest- 
ants will be interested in its contents. 
It is boldly and agressively opposed to 
the Roman Catholic Church; but, as 
Luther said, it wars not with men but 
with the doctrines of that Church. Rev. 
James A. O'Connor, the editor, was 
formerly a Roman Catholic priest and 
is now doing a good work in New 
York. ‘The subscription price is only 
$1 per year, the bound volume $1.50. 


Our friends in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, can subscribe through Messrs. 
Morgan & Scott, Publishers of Zhe 
Christian, or Mr, John Kensit, 18 Pat- 
ernoster Row, London. 


We find upon our table the January 
number of THe Convertep CaTHOLIC, 
a neat monthly, published and edited 
by Rev. James A. O'Connor, a priest, 
who was converted to Christ and is a 
Reformed Catholic preacher. This 
number shows that many priests in the 
Roman Church are turning away from 
that organization and embracing the 
Protestant faith. Our readers will find 
this monthly both reliable and full of 
information. (Central Methodist, Feb. 
4, 1888. 


THE ConveRTED CATHOLIC entered up- 
on the fifth year of its publication with 
the January number. ‘The editor, Rev. 
James A. O'Connor, a former Romish 
priest, is at the head of the great reform 
Catholic movement now going on in 
this country and which is destined to 
bring about great changes in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Religious Tel- 
escope, Feb. 1, 1888. 


Tue ConverteD CaTHOLICc is conduc- 
ted by James A. O'Connor, 60 Bible 
House, New York, who was once a 
Roman Catholic priest. This magazine 
is one of the most replete and most in- 
teresting publications that come into 
our hands. The editor is both a man 
and a Christian, and has less of the 
priest and more of the Christian than 
most pastors. Any one number of this 
magazine is intrinsically worth a whole 
year’s subscription, which is one dollar. 
The editor takes a more hopeful view 
of the conversion of Romanists to the 
Christian faith than we do; but he is 
not ignorant of the dangers near ahead, 
owing to their political organization, 
nor free from the trials that faithfulness 
to the cause of Christ brings with it. 
Anyone subscribing for this magazine 
will, we are sure, gladden the heart of 
the Master by gladdening the heart of 
His servant. 

If we can, by our commendation, in- 
crease the circulation of this valuable 
periodical we shall have more than 
ordinary pleasure. We esteem the ed- 
itor as a brother beloved for his work’s 
sake and wish him God-speed.—From 
the Monthly Record of the London Pro- 
testantEvangelical Mission, Feb., 1888. 


Tue ConvEeRTED CaTHOLIC is a monthly 
magazine of 32 pages, edited and pub- 
lished by Father O’Connor, a convert- 
ed priest, a man of very marked ability, 
earnestness and power. ‘The contents 
of the number before us—the first issue 
of Vol. V. are varied and all bearing on 
the same general subject. Father 
O'Connor is well-informed, and he tells 


the truth and nothing but the truth. He 
has been the means of converting not a 
few of his fellow countrymen. —Presdy- 
terian Witness, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Jan. 28, 1888. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 








THE BIBLE. 
BY REV. JOHN LEE A. M. 

pK Bible is the best manuel that 

2) has ever been written on the sub- 

ject of liberty. 

hood of God. 


It touches the brother- 
It teaches the brother- 
hood of man; it asserts the fatherhood 
of God. It tells that Jehovah is ‘‘glor- 
ious in holiness”; it proclaims ‘‘holi- 
shall see 
In its pages truth witl, ut 
one single grain of error is found. The 
uttterances of earth's greatest philoso- 


ness without which no man 
the Lord.” 


phers contain only a few grains of wis- 
dom, butin the utterances of the writ- 
ers of the Bible wisdom is found that 
surpasses in “the gold of 
Ophir.” 


value 


Oh! that I could compress into a few 
words all that I desire to say about 
God’s book! What a history this price- 
less volume has got. It is the oldest of 
all existing volumes ; a book that gives 
us a glimpse of creatioa’s morn and of 
and earth 
shall pass away; the book that tells us 
what God is and what men 


the hour when the heavens 


are; the 
book that asserts that human existence 
is not circumscribed by the confines of 
time, but stretches out and out intothe 
illimitable hereafter; the book that im- 
parts a zest to life, robs death of its 
horrors and sings of a home where 
God's children ‘‘shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more”; the book that 
has purified literature and ennobled 
art; the book that is a friend of liberty 
and a foe to slavery; the book that 
meets the wants of every people, sim- 
ple enough for the Indian in his wig- 
wam and sufficiently erudite for the 
philosopher in his study; the book that 
has found its way to heathen lands and 


the idols have fled; the book that has 
gone to the savage glorying in his brut- 
ality, and from his nerveless grasp the 
tomahawk and scalping knife have 
dropped; the book in which the dreary 
dweller at the pole has read about the 
land where ‘‘there shall be no night’; 
the book over whose blessed pages 
the Christian toiler at the tropics has 
wept with holy joy as he listened to the 
prophet singing ‘‘ The desert shall re- 
joice and blossom as the rose”; the 
book whose glorious career is scarcely 
yet more than begun; the book that is 
destined, in spite of every opposition 
to go on in its blessed, ennobling mis- 
book that has been for mil- 
over the desert of life they 
‘the cloudy pillar” by day, 
“the fiery columns glow” by night; 


sion; the 
lions, as 
marched, 


the book that will be for countless mil- 
lions more the light to guide their path- 
way to the ‘thouse not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens”; the book in 
whose triumphant march no pause will 
be until the seventh trumpet sounds and 
great voices in heaven proclaim: ‘‘ The 
kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and He shallreign forever and ever.” 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, PUBLISHED 
by Father O'Connor, 60 Bible House, 
New York, commences the year with a 
beautiful cover. On the latter are ex- 
cellent cuts of the Holy Bible and the 
Constitution of the United States. The 
January number of this magazine con- 
tains ablearticles which alone are worth 
the subscription price. Brother O’Con- 
nor needs help. Send $1.00 for THE 
ConvERTED Catuotic. ‘The organizat- 
ion of which the editor the /owa Meth- 
odist is Corresponding Secretary contin- 
ues to aid this Reformed Catholic 
work. —/owa Methodist, Feb. 1, 1888. 
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SAINT PATRICK. 





[From a volume entitled ‘Lectures and Addresses’? by the late Rev. Thomas Guard, the 
Mr. 
His brother, Wesley, a very eloquent speak- 
er, Was appointed at the Irish Conference last June as a delegate to the general conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church which meets in New York city next May. ‘The Rev. Thomas Guard 
was born in 1831 in Galway, Ireland, and died in 1882 in Maryland, United States, 
later, the Rev. T. 


following selections are made from his lecture, ‘* Saint Patrick, the Apostle of the [rish.’’ 


Guard was the son of an Irish Methodist minister. 


Two weeks 
DeWitt Talmage preached a memorial sermon on the gifted Irishman from 
the text ‘* How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle!’’ in which he spoke of Mr. 
Guard sending ‘‘ me a salutation of love, warmer and more generous than I ever received from 
any Christian minister—a salutation which reached me a week after his death, coming with the 
proposition that we exchange pulpits, he to preach here and I to go there.”” To this son of Erin 
Mr. Talmage pays the following tribute: 


‘*Thomas Guard came from the land of Edmund 


Burke and Robert Emmet and Daniel O’Connell, and he showed it. The fire of eloquence was 


in his eye, in his hands, in his foot and quivered in his whole body. With every tone, with every 


attitude, with every gesture he defied all the rules of rhetoric as laid down in the books. 


made his own laws. 


Unlike all others he was like himself. 


He 


Electric, thunderbolted. Irish elo- 


quence sanctified.”? Rev. JouNn Lee, Sheridan, IIl.] 


oo AINT PATRICK was a Christian 
S missionary, the son and the grand- 
son of Christian ancestors ; his father a 
deacon and his grandfather a presbyter 
of the Christian Church, probably in 
Scotland. — Few eras in the history of 
my native land surpass that in which 
Saint Patrick wrought, and over which 
his salutary influence was most em- 
No 
Pharaoh found lodgment in a_ prouder 
pyramid than that built for Saint Pat- 
rick of the myriad hearts of grateful, 
reverential Irish believers. 


phatically felt and appreciated. 


He died in 
the fifth century, yet over the gulf of 
ages his influence has traveled. Through 
those centuries his life diffuses its 
matic fragrance. 
magic spell. 


aro- 
His name is still a 

I have found it all but impossible to 
say where Saint Patrick was born. He 
was not born in Ireland but he was car- 
ried there * * * asaslave taken 
in war, and for years performed the 
work of a slave for one Melcho, a 
chieftain in that part of Ireland known 
to-day as the County Antrim. While 


there he saw the paganism of the peo- 


ple, and having been trained in Christ- 
ian truth and grace in his father’s house 
his soul burned with desire to bring 
the people of this land into the possess- 
ion of the new and better life of which 
he had personal experience. 

Escaping from his seven years’ servi- 
tude to his home, he never forgot the 
place or people of his bond-slave life. 
In dreams he often saw them calling on 
him to return to them and teach 
some holier 


them 
than their 


priesthood knew or taught. 


truths own 
He land- 
ed on the coast of Wicklow, but not 
meeting with much welcome there he 
pushed out to sea and finally landed in 
what is now called Dundrum Bay, 
County Down. 

In that neighborhood he began his 
From the chief men 


of that locality he received hospitality 


missionary work. 


and ready welcome for his teachings; 
he won many to the truth and dedicat- 
ed his first church, which had formerly 
been a barn. He sought his former 
Melcho, but in vain tried to 


win him to Christianity. 


master, 


His wish was to visit Tara—the seat 
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of the monarch of Ireland; and to do 
so upon the occasion of a grand nation- 
al religious festival. It was his fixed 
purpose to seek first the favor and con- 
version of the kings and princes and 
chieftains of the land, being sure of 
winning the people if once he had con- 
quered their rulers ; nor did he attempt 
in vain. 

Paganism as the national religion of 
Ireland gave place to Christianity. 
Druidism lost its spell and the religion 
of the Galilean once again conquered. 
Kings became diciples of the Nazarene; 
chieftains were baptized into the faith 
of the Gospel; children received relig- 
ious instruction and became enrolled 
as members of the Church of Christ. 
Pastors were educated and ordained to 
the work of the ministry. Schools arose 
and without difficulty were speedily 
crowded to overflowing with earnest 
and diligent seekers after knowledge. 
Christianity, in one word, had won its 
way to supremacy without the sacrifice 
of a solitary martyr’s blood and 
life. 

Patrick found Ireland opulent in 
melody of music and of song. The 
bards held a dignified position ; they 
wore colors second but to the mon- 
archs and were the historians of their 
day. Of most retentive memories, they 
recorded upon these mental tablets the 
brave deeds and the brilliant victories 
of chieftain and of prince. They treas- 
ured up their virtues and rehearsed 
them in days of feast and battle. They 
chanted elegies over the dead, and 
poured valor into the bosoms of the 
living by their heroic numbers. Nor 
were they silent when deeds of wrong 
for with wither- 
ing satire they could lash or lance the 
tyrant or the spoliator, They fulfilled 


had been committed; 


the duties of our modern censor—the 
press; and oft compelled abandonment 
of crime and threw a shield invulner- 
able around the life and rights of the 
lowliest of the people. 

As we read the brief records in Patrick’s 
life which have come down to our day, 
we think of him as a man of generous 
heart, keen and intense sensibilities, 
capable of toilsome and weariless labor 
under the inspiration of a burning pas- 
sion for saving souls. 

He moves through Ireland with the 
swiftness of lightning and with the gen- 
ial influence ofa sunbeam. He is as 
fearless as he is gentle; he is as fer- 
vently persuasive as he is sagely judic- 
ious in his spirit and method. Now he 
is in Kerry, amid the mists and glens 
and lakes of that wildand picturesque 
region. Now he is in Mayo, founding 
churches, ordaining ministers, and 
spending the chief portion of Lent in 
lonely contemplation and _self-inspect- 
ion and prayer upon the slopes and 
crests of Croagh Patrick. Now he isat 
Tara, the center and seat of the chief 
monarch of the island, instructing him 
and his family in the great truths of 
the new faith, assisting in the reorganiz- 
ation of the ancient laws of the nation, 
or mediating between conflicting and 
embittered chiefs and princes. Now he 
is at Armagh, discharging his functions 
as Primate of Ireland, and founding the 
great seminary for the education of 
sons and scions of chieftains and kings 
and people—one of many such estab- 
lished and encouraged by his ardent 
and unflagging patronage. 


Not lust of power impelled, 
thirst of conquest urged, not greed of 
gold inspired, not even the hunger of 
the soul for knowledge actuated the 
great Saint. 


not 
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But rather did he seek the uplifting 
and disenthrallment of conscience from 
guilt ; of will from depraved habit; of 
heart from vile affections ; 
rapine and lust. 


of life from 
He offered to the sin- 
ner a Divine Saviour; to the sorrowing 
a Divine Comforter; to the poor a 
Friend that sticketh closer than a broth- 
er; to the bereaved the hope of bliss- 
ful re-union, to the dying the assur- 
ance of an immortality of growth in 
rapture, wisdom and purity. 

Yonder the august, yet unambitious 
form stands out against the background 
of the ages! Through the mists of thir- 
teen centuries reverent eyes still gaze 
upon the brave heroic missionary, 
teacher and saint; his hands uplifted 
in benediction upon thepeople of his 
loving care and paternal council. 

If humility, which clothed him as a 
garment, if prayer, which was the habit 
of his life and the atmosphere of his 
spirit, if study of the Holy Scripture, 
constant, earnest and practical, if un- 
wearying efforts to make men God-like 
by leading them to Christ and training 
them in faithful living, if a life of daily 
dedication to the glory of the unseen 
but ever present Father, and of daily 
consecration to the immortal interest 
of the visible and ever present sons of 
men—f all these can make a man good 
or prove him to be one of the saints or 
*excellent of the earth, then Saint Pat- 
rick ranks with the most honored and 
honorable of the noble army and the 
goodly fellowship. 


“The History of the Primitive Church of 
Ireland,’’ by Rev. Daniel DeVinne, throws much 
light on the life and work of St. Patrick. It is 
published by the Methodist’Book Concern, and 
can be had at this office, price, $1.00 
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Roman Catholic Orphan Asy- 
lums. 


la 


xHE Roman Catholic Orphan Asy- 
f lum for Boys, in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
was burned on December 18, 1884, 
when eleven children and two nuns 
were destroyed in the fire. The cor- 
oner’s inquest showed that the ‘‘Sis- 
ters” in charge were to blame for the 
defective arrangements of the institu- 
tion and the general bad management 
that prevailed. Immediately after the 
fire the cities of Brooklyn and New 
York were scoured for subscriptions 
and donations to rebuild the institu- 
tion, and of course many Protestant 
business men contributed tothe ‘‘fairs” 
and theatrical exhibitions that were 
held to replendish the treasury of the 
‘«Sisters.” A finer building was erect- 
ed, and the number of ‘‘orphans” was 
largely increased. 

Sunday, January 29, 1888, the build- 
ing was again burned under the man- 
agement of the same ‘‘Sisters,” but no 
lives were lost. This fortunate escape 
was attributed to the care of the watch- 
man who gave the alarm. 

The only commentary the incidents 
of the fire called forth in the Brooklyn 
papers was this: ‘‘The occurrence 
will doubtless stimulate the interest 
in the Emerald Ball which will be giv- 
en by the Roman Catholic Societies on 
Wednesday night, for the benefit of 
the Orphan Asylum.” And Protestant 
employers of Roman Catholic labor 
will be made to buy tickets for the 
‘*ball.” Ifthey do not they may ex- 
pecta ‘‘strike” or a ‘‘boycott” in 
the near future. This is a free country 
except in the large cities and other 
places where the followers of the Pope 


are in a majority. J. A. O'C. 
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TYPICAL CATHOLIC SAINTS. 


BY LEO REED. 


IX. 


.LANTING cabbages with their 
P rootsuppermost! What a grand 
occupation: How ‘‘encourag- 
ing to the soul”, how enlarging to the 
mind! Evidently St. Francis was a 
great genius as well as a great Saint. 
And here is our dear, lovely, Christian 
lady, St. Teresa compelling her ‘‘child- 
ren”, her nuns, to continue turning 
round until they fall to the ground with 
dizziness. Delightful exercise! The 
Catholic Church has properly recog- 
nized the beautiful character of St. Ter- 
esa. Many are the formulas prescribed, 
venerating her and asking her to ‘‘pray 
for us”. 

By all means, Teresa, pray for us. 
Pray all you can, and continue praying. 
So long as a single mortal on this earth 
can be duped into seeking religious 
consolation in the monstrous follies and 
fables to which you have contributed 
your pitiful share, so long will our race 
need all the prayers it can get from 
saint or sinner. 

When a boy I used to study with in- 
tense interest the heroic feats of certain 
saints in the cloister, how one for years 
faithfully obeyed the command of the 
superior to water every day a dry staff 
planted in the ground until it should 
take root and grow into a tree, and how 
another for the same reason made stren- 
uous and prolonged exertions to move 
a huge rock until he was in imminent 
danger of bursting a biood-vessel in the 
hopeless task. My soul was ‘‘encour- 
aged”, I was enlarging and budding 
most beautifully, and had I but kept 


on in the course intended for me, I 
might have been an excellent monk, 
possibly even a saint. But alas! in an 
unfortunate time I strayed off into by- 
ways. I read history. I discovered 
that monks and nuns had in the past 
done other things besides planting cab- 
bage roots uppermost and watering dry 
sticks. I came in contact with bold, 
bad Protestants. Worse than all, I 
read the Bible. And when, after the 
lapse of years, I brushed the dust of my 
ponderous Weninger’s ‘‘Lives of the 
Saints” and once more read on the very 
first pages of the second volume how 
St. Simon Salus, by way of demonstra- 
ting his Christian humility, dragged the 
carcass of a dead dog through the 
streets of a city, I found myself no 
longer equal to the emergency. My 
mind, or perhaps it was my intellectual 
swallowing apparatus, had contracted 
woefully. 

The defenders of Romanism are fond 
of repeating that ‘‘a little learning is a 
dangerous thing”. But a very small 
amount of knowledge in reality often 
is a very dangerous thing to the Catho- 
lic Church. For instance, let any sen- 
sible Catholic read in Ranke’s ‘‘History 
of the Popes” the account of the burn- 
ing of Protestants in Rome by the 
order of Pope St. Pius V. Then let 
him turn to the biography of this same 
Pope in Dr. Weninger’s ‘‘Lives of the 
Saints”, and he will be astonished to 
find the Jesuit author strongly commen- 
ding his Saint for the conspicuous part 
taken by the latter in the Inquisition. 
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My Catholic friend, has it never oc- 
curred to you that your Church must 
be conscious of inherent weakness, 
when she does her utmost to confine 
you to a literature, a large portion of 
which would be an absurdity in a mad- 
house? Have you never thought that 
possibly the Church may have reasons, 
unknown to you, for forbidding ‘‘here- 
tical books”, and putting out of your 
reach even her own Bible? 

Take up the New Testament, read 
for yourself, examine the credentials of 
the priesthood, and find by what au- 
thority they make ita mortal sin for you 
to listen to a Protestant sermon. 

The serious side of the monastic ex- 
ercises has been repeatedly pointed out. 
No matter what service the interest of 


the Church requires, among her army 
of male and female slaves, whose every 
faculty of soul and body is absolutely 


at her disposal, she is never at a loss 
for some one to do her bidding. 

You alleged Protestant, poor, stupid 
fool, miserable traitor to every principle 
you should hold dear, when you send 
your daughter to a convent to be ‘‘ed- 
ucated”, and the superior (as she cer- 
tainly will) directs a religious to insin- 
uate herself into the heretic’s good gra- 
ces and to instil into her mind the 
Romish superstitions, do you imagine 
that that religious will hesitate to obey? 
If you for a moment entertain such an 
opinion you must be a greater dunce 
than St. Francis’ cabbage-planting 
monks. 

The average Protestant turns away 
with a shudder from the cruelties of 
former persecutions and is thankful 
that times and people have changed. 
As far as the Catholic priesthood and 
especially ‘‘religious communities” are 
concerned he is badly mistaken. Take 
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an ignorant boy from the lower classes, 
(which furnish most religious) put him 
into a monastery, starve him, body, 
mind and soul, and enfold him in the 
webs of monkish superstitions, and 
what will be the outcome? An enlight- 
ened Christian ora monk of the six- 
teenth century? Human nature has 
not changed. Neither has the cloister. 
Its vows, its rules, its superstitions and 
practices, in short all its peculiar feat- 
ures are to-day precisely what they 
were three or four hundred years ago. 
The causes which produced the stupid, 
fanatical, cruel monk /¢hen will have the 
same effect now. 

Suppose the Jesuit Weninger had to- 
day the power in this country, would 
he hesitate in doing what he finds so 
praiseworthy in Pope St. Pius V.? 

Mr. Charles L. Boecele, an account 
of whose conversion from Romanism 
will appear in the next issue of THE 
CoNnvVERTED CATHOLIC, was publicly bap- 
tized and received into the membership 
of the third United Presbyterian Church 
of this city a few weeks ago. Among 
the papers which the young convert 
freely permitted me to examine, he has 
a letter in German, written by Father 
Augustine Schneider, Director of the 
Scholasticate of St. Vincent’s monas- 
tery, in which this Benedictine monk, 
in language bordering on the indecent, 
expresses his opinion that Boecele 
should be soundly thrashed for having 
permitted doubts regarding the Catho- 
lic religion to enter his mind. 

Suppose this priest had the ‘‘apos- 
tate” securely within his power, without 
fear of outside interference, would he 
not emulate the example of Pope St. 
Pius V. and other Saints whom he wor- 
ships, and who have distinguished 
themselves in persecuting and burning 
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heretics. 

A Protestant minister, who was 
brought up a Catholic, and who was at 
one time a member of a religious order, 
not long since related to me an inci- 
dent which occurred while he was in 
the novitiate. The novices were in the 
garden of the institution and one of 
their number called the attention of the 
company to a crow winging its flight 
through the air. ‘“That’, said the mas- 
ter of the novitiate who was present, 
‘that is not a crow, it is an ox”. And 
all the novices readily and gravely as- 
sented, crying ou, with 
‘‘Why yes, what a fine ox !” 

To one not acquainted with the spirit 
of monasticism, an occurrence like the 
above is simply incredible. But to 
one who has examined the subject, the 
story is so life-like as to carry convic- 
tion of its truth. Those novices had 
already learned that ‘‘Religious who 
are truly obedient seek not for reasons ; 
but like St. Paul, with open eyes they 
see not, and reduce a haughty intellect 
to the subjection of obedience by sub- 
mitting their judgment to that of their 
superior’, ‘‘The True Spouse of 
Christ”, page 120. 

In order to elucidate still further this 
subject we will adduce a few quotations 
from other ‘‘good books” expecting 
however, to return to St. Liguori, 

In a small volume entitled ‘‘Souvenir 
of the Novitiate”, the author of which, 
undoubtedly a saint, from excessive 
modesty withholds his name, but which 
is approved by Cardinal McCloskey and 
two bishops, the religious is taught on 
page 85: 

‘‘Perfect yourself, then, every day in 
the practice of obedience ; see God al- 
ways, and God alone, in the person of 
your superiors ; subject, not only your 


one voice, 


will to them, but also your judgment ; 
obey always with eagerness; never dis- 
honor your obedience with murmurs or 
replies.” 

Page 86: ‘‘Obey, then, in the spirit 
of faith, without knowing the reasons : 
that is not your business. If you knew 
them, perhaps you would find them so 
excellent, there would be no longer any 
faith in obedience. Do the holy angels, 
when they execute the orders of the 
Lord with so much zeal and alacrity, 
presume to understand the thoughts of 
the Most High? And you!—The 
wonderful secrets of his providence are 
sometimes hidden under an order the 
most simple in appearance, and the 
salvation of many souls may depend 
on its execution. 

‘*Be always, in the hands of your di- 
rector, like a pliant tool in the hands 
of the mechanic”. 

Page 100: ‘‘He” (the religious) 
“should allow himself to be moulded, 
without opposing the least resistance ; 
to be, in the hands of his superiors, 
like clay or iron in the hands of the 
workman.” 

On page 131 the religious is directed 
to examine himself as to obedience : 
“Is there, in my obedience the spirit of 
faith and submission, as well of the 
will as of the judgment? 


‘‘Do I see God inthe person of my 


superiors? Have I listened to their 
voice as to that of God? (This dispo- 
sition is the soul of obedience.) Dol 
do anything in secret? Have I obeyed 
promptly, at the first sign, at the first 
sound of the bell? Have I renounced 
a certain employment, a certain resi- 
dence, at the first order, and even at 
the first hint, remembering that I must 
be indifferent to all things here below, 
except to the will of God, expressed by 
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the will of my superiors ?” 

The celebrated letter of St. Ignatius 
Loyola on obedience, addressed to the 
Jesuits of Portugal is found in full in 
an appendix to a little work entitled 
“Spiritual Direction” bearing the im- 
primatur of Cardinal McCloskey and 
the approbations of three arch-bishops 
and five bishops. This letter, to be 
appreciated, should be studied in_ its 
entirety—here space will permit only a 
few sentences. 

Paragraph 16: ‘‘Moreover, three 
things I will lay down unto you, which 
will greatly further you in the attain- 
ment of this obedience of your under- 
standing. The first is, that as I said in 
the beginning, you do not behold in 
the person of yourSuperior a man sub- 
ject to errors, and miseries, but Christ 
himself, Who is the highest Wisdom, 
Immeasurable Goodness, and Infinite 
Charity, who neither can be deceived, 
nor will deceive you.” 

Paragraph 17. 


‘‘Another means is 
that you always seriously endeavor to 
defend within yourselves, that which 
your superior commands or thinks 
good, but never to disapprove of it” 

Paragraph 18. "The last means to 
subject vour understanding both more 
easily and securely, and also in use a- 
mong the holy Fathers, is to determine 
within yourselves that whatsoever the 
Superior commands, to be the com- 
mandment and will of Almighty God 
himself; and as in order to believe what 
the Catholic faith proposes, you at once 
bend all the forces of your mind to 
consent thereto, so in doing that which 
your superior commands, you must be 
carried with a kind of blind impulse of 
your will desirous to obey”, 


PittspurGH, Feb, 16. 


What Roman Ascendancy Means 


Wes a student in Paris, the Sem- 
WM inary of Issy, just outside the 
walls of the city, was the preparatory 


school of philosophy for the great sem- 
inary of St. Sulpice, and though the 
building was destroyed during the 
Franco-German war in 1870, doubtless 
it is still the training school or ‘‘Pett 
Seminaire du grand Seminaire de St. 
Sulpice.” 

At Issy for the first time we saw the 
‘* Host” carried in procession through 
the streets, the priests marching in cas- 
socks and surplice, accompanied by 
students, with lighted candles, and a 
crowd of men and women. All traffic 
on the line of march was suspended, 
and men and women knelt before the 
‘‘wafer-god;” 

The law of France at that time did 
not require them to do so, but it was 
the custom, and the priests required 
obedience to an old rule of the Church. 
There was no penalty attached to refus; 
al to obey, and here and there along 
the streets men could be observed who 
stood erect with covered heads as the 
procession went by. 

They do things differently in Spain 
where Romanism is still in the ascen- 
dant, as the following dispatch by the 
Associated Press published in all the 
daily papers shows: 

Mapkip, Spatn, Feb. 13, 1888.—Two Pro- 
testant citizens were condemned to six months 
imprisonment for refusing to kneel before the 
Host. The Liberal newspapers are indignant 
at this display of intolerance. 

When Roman ascendancy prevails in 
America, Protestants will also be pun- 
ished for refusing to bow before the 
‘‘wafer-god” of Rome. Will that time 
come? Yes! if Protestants do not look 
out. 


J. A. OC. 
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OUR COUNTRY AND OUR DUTY. 


BY REV, NEWTON WRAY, PASTOR M. E. CHURCH, BEDFORD, N. Y. 


Ill. 


[ HAT Romanism is hostile to our 
public schools is a fact so patent 
that the veriest simpleton must 
know it. Measure after measure is 
adroitly introduced in our legislatures 
to loosen the hold of that system upon 
multitudes of prospective citizens or 
give some advantage to its own sec- 
tarian institutions. It thus arrays itself 
against the means that make intelligent 
American citizens. It would bring up 
its young un-American, and send them 
forth more imbued with the dogmatism 
of Rome than with the principles of 
this government, And what it cannot 
accomplish by direct methods it seeks 
to do by indirect ones, such as sectarian 
appropriations of public funds. 

The fact is, our public schools are 
eye-openers ; they educate, and the 
superstitious, despotic claims of Rome 
give way before such light. No wonder 
that power favors parochial schools. 
To grant them public funds to carry 
on their work, is to put a knife to our 
own throat ; is to help them destroy a 
distinctively American institution, which 
diffuses intelligence among the masses 
and fits them for a proper exercise of 
the right of suffrage. Listen to this 
from the Catholic Review: “We do 
not indeed prize as highly as some of 
our countrymen appear to do, the 
ability to read, write and cipher. Some 
men are born to be leaders, and the 
rest are born to be led. The best 
ordered and administered State is that 
in which the few are well educated and 
lead, and the many are trained to 


obedience?” Where else but in the 
pale of Roman Catholicism will you 
find such a plea for ignorance? It is 
the same plea that ground down 
the masses in unspeakable darkness 
and degradation, before the Reforma- 
tion broke their fetters and led them 
forth into the light of intellectual and 
spiritual freedom. Such a plea can find 
no tolerance in this enlightened age 
and country. “The best ordered and 
administered State,” indeed ! You have 
an answer to such twaddle in the pic- 
ture presented by Romish countries 
that have least felt the influence of 
that popular love of knowledge which 
followed the Reformation and made 
England, and, after her, the United 
States, the most progressive countries 
on the globe. Wherever the masses 
have the best chance to learn, there is 
the best citizenship, and consequently 
the best government. Ignorance is a 
rotten foundation. The superior ad- 
vantage of the American school system 
is not only in the discipline of mind 
thereby secured, but in the wide views 
it gives of American life and polity, and 
in the manly spirit of independent citi- 
zenship which intensifies patriotism 
while it honors the State. The editor 
of the Catholic Review might learn a 
lesson from the Protestant Queen of 
Madagascar, a convert from heathenism 
who thus advised her subjects about 
sending their children to school: “And 
so all of you be diligent, for, although 
you do not know the sweetness of 
knowledge and wisdom, you will dis- 
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cover it when they become yours.” 

Romanism may keep its adherents in 
ignorance, but America offers them an 
equal chance with all men in acquiring 
an education and standing in the 
liberty wherewith it makes free. The 
wonder is that Catholics have not 
sooner awoke to the iniquity that would 
rob them of the chance to be men. 
Father Donnelly says: “I have been 
commanded by a bishop to refuse ab- 
solution and the sacraments to parents 
who permitted their children to go to 
public schools. ‘We have our own 
schools,’ said he, ‘and the children 
must gotothem.’ ‘ But what am I to 
do, Bishop, when the parents declare 
that the teachers in your schools are 
not fit to instruct them? I asked. 
‘Well, then, tell them to stop at home,’ 
he replied.” 

The Roman Catholic Bishop Cos- 
grove, of Iowa, recites a fact that shows 
how the parochial system perpetuates 
illiteracy among Catholics. He says: 
“We find that about one Catholic in 
forty is a subscriber to one of the 
Catholic papers ; we find the combined 
circulation of all the Catholic papers of 
the country to be less than that of some 
single issues of most foul sheets; we 
find it less by thousands than that of 
the journal published by another single 
establishment, the Methodist Book 
Concern. Protestant exchanges charge 
that our people are ignorant, that they 
lack intelligence, and usually they have 
the best of the argument, for the facts 
are very stern and hard to face. ” 

And yet this is the system that wants 
to educate American citizens! We are 
asked to sink our glorious public school 
system for the continuation of such 
ignorance ! The hostility of Romanism to 
the public schools may be instanced by 


some facts which appeared in THE 
CONVERTED CaTHOLic. In one town 
in Wisconsin the Catholics succeed- 
ed last year in carrying a resolution 
that no public school should be main- 
tained that year, and none was held. 
The same resolution was carried this 
year. ‘At Melrose, Minn., the Catho- 
lic priests engineered a movement to 
shorten the school year of the public 
schools, in order to compel children to 
attend a parochial school. Throughout 
Stearns County, Minn., the Roman 
Catholic Catechism is said to be taught 
openly in the public schools and either 
the opening or the closing hours of the 
session are devoted to religious instruc- 
tion given by the priests, all this being 
in direct violation of the State Constitu- 
tion, and especially of an amendment 
adopted in 1887 to meet this very con- 
dition. Most of this work has been 
done so quietly as not to attract wide 
attention, but the evidences of a deter- 
mined assault upon the public school 
system are now so clear that its friends 
are becoming aroused to the necessity 
of action.” 

The American people in general are 
forbearing to the last degree, but they 
will not always stand this persistent 
Jesuitical trifling with American institu- 
tions. During the Centennial year, in an 
address to the army of the Tennessee, 
General Grant uttered these forcible 
words: “If we are to have another 
contest in the near future of our national 
existence, I predict that the dividing 
line will not be Mason and Dixon’s, but 
it will be between patriotism and intelli- 
gence on one side, and superstition, am- 
bition, and ignorance on the other. In 
this Centennial year the work of streng- 
thening the structure laid by our fore- 
fathers one hundred years ago at Lexing- 
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ton should be begun. Let us all labor 
for the security of free thought, free 
speech, free press, and pure morals, un- 
fettered religious sentiment, and equal 
rights and privileges of all men, irrespe¢- 
tive of nationality, color, or religion. 
Encourage free schools, and resolve that 
not one dollar appropriated to them 
shall be applied to the support of any 
sectarian school. Resolve that every 
child in the land may get a common 
school education, unmixed with atheistic 
pagan, or sectarian teachings. <Acep 
the Church and State forever separate. 
With these safe-guards I believe the 
battles which created the Army of the 
Tennessee will not have been fought in 
vain.” 

In the policy here indicated lies the 
security of our republic and its free in- 
stitutions. ‘ Eternal vigilance is the 
The people must 
awake to the importance of these 
questions, and present a united front 
against the agressions of Jesuitism and 
of every other wrong that seeks the 
overthrow of our civil and religious lib- 
erties. The people have ever the rem- 
edy in their own hands. ‘‘No country is 
ruined by kings, presidents, govern 
ments, or legislators, but by the people,” 
saidWm. H. Seward in a time of national 
danger. What is needed in view of the 
foes herein set forth is that American 
citizens, with the ballot at their com- 
mand, shall summarily retire to perpet- 
ual privacy every politician and legisla- 
tor who openly or secretly favors plotters 
against our institutions, and shall im- 
peratively demand constitutional guar- 
antees of their preservation. 

Among the hopeful signs of the times 
is the revolt in the Catholic Church 
against the usurpations of Romanism. 
Long live Dr. McGlynn and his associ- 


price of liberty.” 


atesin their fight for American rights 
and privileges! Up with the American 
flag, and down with the triple crown! 
We want no Pope in this country, unless, 
to use the words of McGlynn, “it be a 
democratic Pope, walking down Broad- 
way with a stove-pipe hat, and a frock- 
coat, and a pair of trousers, and an um- 
brella under his arm.” 

An augury of good is the wane of 
sectionalism in our country. “ Peace 
hath her victories no less renowned than 
war.” The grandest conquest of the 
present is the restoration of good will 
to our re-united country. Let it be so. 
We are one people, and can prosper 
only by co-operating against our com- 
mon foes. In union their is strength. 
The need of the hour is a moral union, 
whose irresistible force shall sweep from 
our midst the malign agencies now 
leagued for our destruction. The past 
is done. New responsibilities press 
upon us. The true rule of conduct for 
every citizen is that which Paul an- 
nounced for himself as a Christian, for- 
getting those things which are behind 
and reaching forth unto those which 
are before, to press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of good 
citizenship. We may not hope to 
achieve our high destiny without rising 
to the height of these responsibilities 
and striving with disinterested zeal for 
the good of our country. 

** New occasions teach new duties ; 

Lime makes ancient good uncouth ; 
They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth.” 

Only so may we accomplish the mis- 
sion assigned us, and this country, born 
in affliction, baptized with blood, con- 
tinue to be the refuge of the oppressed, 


and the joy and consolation of the 
whole earth. 
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THE CHURCH OF ROME NOT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


BY PAUL LE CLAIR, 


Ill. 


Ts the Constitutional Law of the Roman Church the same as that which 
governs the Church of Christ? 


TRADITION, 
I. 


HE Church of Rome, on the 
contrary, not being restricted 

like the Church of Christ, to a 
specific law, written by divine inspira- 
tion, attempts to justify her adoption of 
‘* Tradition” as a part of the Word of 
God, and of equal authority with the 
‘*Written Word,” by referring to the 
fact, that the duty of sanctifying the 
Sabbath, (Gen. 2:3.), the prohibition 
“of eating the blood of animals, (Gen. 
9:4.) the rite of circumcision, (Gen. 16: 
10.), and other parts of the true relig- 
before 
Moses wrote the Pentateuch; and that 
the first day of the week as the Sab- 
bath instead of the seventh, the abroga- 


ion existed as ‘‘ Traditions ” 


tion of circumcision, and other parts 
of the Christian religion, existed as 
“Divine Traditions” before the Books of 
the New Testament were written. 

2. Inreply to this deceptive state- 
ment, itis needful merely to observe, 
that, with respect to the dispensation of 
religion which existed before the Mos- 
aic record, weshould not have known 
that such things had ever existed as 
‘« Traditions” or even 
all, 


recorded them; and when once record- 


ever existed at 
if Moses or some one else had not 


ed they ceased to be Zraditions. 
With respect to the Levitical Dispen- 
sation introduced by Moses, none of 


its laws, rites, or ceremonies ever exist- 
ed as Traditions; for the whole system 
was committed wholly to writing as it 
was dictated by God himself, Moses 
acting merely as the amanuensis of the 
Almighty, 

And with respect to the Christian 
Dispensation, the Papal fallacy is still 
more apparent. ‘‘A Tradition is an oral 
account handed down from age to age,” 
as generally defined ; or as defined by 
the great dictionary of the French Aca- 
demy, ‘‘Tradition is that by which 
what is not written in the Scripture, is 
handed down to us,” requiring at 
least a generation to intervene between 
and the 
But the 
things above mentioned together with 
all the other doctrines and ordinances of 
the Gospel, which we find recorded in 
the New Testament, were so written by 
men of that generation, and who were 


the receivers of the Tradition 
source whence it emanated. 


instructed, authorized and inspired so 
to write by the Lord Jesus himself and 
by the Holy Spirit. What those men 
delivered to the churches as the Word 
of God, they had themselves received 
of the Lord. 

The Gospel they preached and wrote 
was no cunningly devised fable receiv- 
ed by Tradition from their fathers; nei- 
ther were they taught it by man but by 
the immediate personal revelation of 
Jesus Christ. (Gal. 1:11.12.) 

Now that revelation was indeed, at 





first oral, but it was not in the Papal 
sense, Traditional. And they declared 
orally what they had thus been taught 
whenever they preached to the people. 
But that oral preaching of the Apostles 
was no more Tradition in the Papal 
sense, than was the oral revelation 
the Saviour. 

3. And finally, what the Apostles 
thus received orally and preached oral- 
ly, they also committed wholly unto 
writing, that all might know the certain- 
ty of the things wherein they had been 
instructed. (Luke 1:4.) 

Whatever, therefore, we find record- 
ed in the inspired Scriptures of the New 
Testament is not Tradition, in the sense 
of Rome; because it was all written by 
divine inspiration in the lifetime of the 
the men who received it from Jesus 
Christ, and-who ‘* from the beginning 
were eye witnesses and ministers of the 
Word.” (Luke 1:12; Rev. 1:1.) But on 


the other hand, admitting that the 


contents of the inspired Scriptures be- 


fore they were written, were in the 
Apostolic sense, ‘‘ Divine Traditions, ” 
(1 Cor, 11:2; 2. Thess, 2:15.), it does 
not thence necessarily follow that the 
‘Traditions of the Church of Rome are 
divine also; yet this is the whole force 
of the Papal logic upon this point. 
The Church of Christ receives with 
faith, piety and reverence all traditions 
as divine, which she finds recorded 
the inspired Scriptures, because they 
are thus recorded. 


in 


And she would as 
piously and reverently receive as essen- 
tial doctrines of her faith, all the Tradi- 
tion of Romanism, if they had been 
in like manner recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures by the pen of inspiration. 
But because they are not thus recorded 
she utterly rejects them as forming no 
part of God’s Word. 
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ORIGIN OF THE ROMISH TRADITIONS, 


4. But while the Holy Scriptures 
not teach the ‘Traditions of the 
Church of Rome, we are left in no un- 


do 


certainty respecting the source whence 
they originated. 

That they did not indeed originate 
with our Lord and his Apostles we think 
evident from these considerations. 

[1st.] Christianity 
duced into 


intro- 
Britain at a very early 
period, probably in the days of the 
Apostles. 


was 


Churches were multiplied 
among the Britons, and schools were 
established for the education of their 
ministers. ‘These were founded chiefly 
in Wales and Cornwall, whither the na- 
tives had been driven by their Saxon 
invaders, 

When Austin with forty monks ar- 
rived in the Saxon kingdom of Kent as 
missionaries from Pope Gregory the 
Great (A. D. 597.), he found a large 
body of the original British ecclesiastics 
established at Bangor, in Wales. These 
faith 
from 


he endeavored to convert to the 
and practice he had brought 
Rome: but he met with no success, 
The Welsh Christians firmly refused 
submission to the authority of the Pope, 
and rejected the new creed offered by 
the Romish invaders of their peaceful 
churches. 

At length after several unsuccessful 
conferences, the apostle of the Pope 
becoming irritated, denounced the ob- 
“Tf,” said he, 
‘you will not have peace with breth- 


stinacy of the Britons. 


ren, you shall have war with enemies.” 
Subsequently a company of twelve hun- 
dred Welsh ministers having assembled 
at Bangor, spent three days in fasting 
and prayer, while they were consider- 
ing the question ofsubmission to Rome; 
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and finally refusing, they were attacked 
by the Saxon converts of Austin and 
nearly all were massacred. (Milner’s 
Hist. of the Church. Vol. 3, pp. 66- 
68.) 

(2d.) When the Portuguese Papal 
missionaries reached the coast of Mal- 
abar, South Western India, early in 
the sixteenth century, they found more 
than one hundred churches of Syrian 
Christians, whose pure and_ simple 
worship highly offended them; and 
when they asserted the sovereignty of 
the Pope over those churches as the 
head of the universal chruch, the na- 
tives declared, that ‘‘they did not know 
who the Pope of Rome was and never 
heard of him before.” They further 
declared, ‘‘ they had maintained the 
order and dicipline of a regular Christ- 
ian Church for more than thirteen hun- 
dred years under the jurisdiction of the 
Patriarch of Antioch.” ‘* We,” said 
they, ‘‘are of the true faith whatever 
you of the West may be; for we came 
from the place where the followers of 
Christ were first called Christians.” As 
the Portuguese had become 
sufficiently powerful for their purpose, 
they established 


soon as 


the Inquisition at 
Goa; and having invaded those tran- 
quil churches, seized some of their 
clergy and devoted them to the death 
of heretics. 

And having compelled many others 
to appear before a Synod, they accused 
them of the following named practices 
and opinions; ‘‘ That they had married 
wives ; that they had only two sacra- 
ments, Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per; that they neither invoked saints, 
worshipped images nor believed in Pur- 
gatory, and that they had no other or- 
ders or names of dignity in the Church 
than bishop, priest and deacon,” These 


tenets they were called upon to abjure as 
heresies, or suffer suspension from all 
Church benefices. (Claudius Buchan- 
an’s Christian Researches in Asia, A. 
D. 1807.) 

(3d.) In the catacombs of Rome 
which were the secluded sepulchers of 
the early Christians during the long 
period of the pagan persecutions, there 
is not found a trace of anything pecu- 
liar to the present Church of Rome. 
Among all the inscriptions and other 
mementoes of the original Christian 
faith discovered in this vast city of the 
sainted dead, nothing is found to cor- 
roborate a single tradition of the pres- 
ent papal religion; the only figure 
resembling a cross found in the cata- 
combs, is that of the Greek letter X, 
the initial of the Greek 
Christ. 

Most assuredly if the peculiar dog- 
mas of modern Romanism had been 
derived from our Lord Jesus Christ and 
his Apostles as ‘‘ Divine Traditions,” 
all the early Churches must have been 
familiar with them as constituting es- 
sential doctrines and rites of Christian- 
ity. But since the original churches ot 
Britain and of India had never known 
anything of these unscriptual dogmas 
until they were invaded by the emissar- 
ies of the Pope, it is evident these dog- 
mas must have been invented by the 
Papists after the planting of the Gospel 
in Britain and in India, and after the 
original Church in Rome itself had 
ceased tocommit the remains of her 
martyrs to the seclusion of the cata- 
combs. Were there any doubt on this 
point the question would be determin- 
ed by authentic history. 

5. Atan early period of the Church, 
the simple truths of the Gospel were 
corrupted by the gradual introduction 


word for 





of errors derived trom the popular pa- 
gan philosophy; and those errors be- 
ing entertained and countenanced by 
ignorant or designing ecclesiastics, and 
gaining strength among a still more ig- 
norant populace, they were gradually 
and ultimately authorized and promul- 
gated as ‘‘ Divine Traditions” by Popes 
and councils, and so accepted by all 
that submitted to their authority. 

(1.) The 


the addition of salt, honey, milk and 


use of holy water and 


spittle in the ordinance of Baptism arose 
during the second century. 

(2.) 
third century, and in the fourth, monks 


Monastic life originated in the 


were formed into regular orders. 
(3.) 
Mother of God, and the Invocation of 


The worship of Mary as the 


Saints were introduced in the fifth cen- 

tury. 
(4.) 

claimed for a long time, was not defin- 


Papal Supremacy, although 
itely assumed and recognized until A. 
1), 606, in the person of Boniface ILI. 

(5.) The Celibacy of the clergy was en- 
forced by Gregory VIL. A. D. 1084. 

(6.) The Immaculate Conception of 
Mary arose as a private opinion in 1140 
in 1387 it became the subject ofa fierce 
controversy, but it was not promulgat- 
ed as a ‘Divine Tradition” until 
1854, ; 

(7.) Transubstantiation was first de- 
finitely maintained by Pascasius Rad- 
bert, who died 865. It was for ages a 
subject of sharp controversy, until the 
council of Lateran 1215, under Inno- 
cent III. made it a dogma of faith. 

(8.) The laity were prohibited from 
reading the Scriptures by the council 
of Toulouse 1229. (Gregory IX.) 

(g9.) That there are seven Sacra- 
ments (and not only two as ordained 
by Christ,) was first definitely asserted 
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in 1150, but this. dogma did not be- 
comea ‘‘ Tradition” until it was so 
decreed by the council of Florence in 
1439. 

(10.) The dogma of Purgatory was 
derived from the Gnostic Philosophy, 
although it had for ages formed a part 
of the popular heathen mythology. In 
the fifth century it became more defin- 
ite and general. Inthe sixth Pope Gre- 
gory made it practical in connection 
with the Mass, and finally the councils 
of Ferrara and Florence 1438-9, de- 
clared it a ‘{Divine Tradition.” 

(11.) 
time claimed by Rome, but for ages 
nothing authoritative was known con- 
cerning it; some maintained that the 
organ of Infallibility was the Pope; 
some that it was a general council, and 
others that it resided in the Pope and 
a general council conjointly. 


Infallibility was for a long 


Any op- 
inion on the subject was allowed as 
lawful or probable until 1870, when 
an ecumenical council decreed that 
infallibility pertains to the Pope. [But 
how could this council so decree un- 
less it was itself infallible? ] And it 
any one denies this or any other Di- 
vine Tradition ‘‘let him be accursed.” 
So says Rome; but what says our 
blessed Lord? ‘‘ Thus have ye made 
the commandment of God of none 
effect by your Tradition.” ‘‘In vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men.” Ev- 
ery plant which my Heavenly. Father 
hath not planted shall be rooted up.” 
(Matt. 15:1-9; Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18, 
19.) 
ove 

The value of the bound volumes of THE Cone 
VERTED CATHOLIC cannot be over-estimated, 
We have many inquiries for Vol. I, but all copies 
are gone. Vol. II, II] and IV however can be 
had at this office. Price $1.50 each. 
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FATHER O'CONNOR'S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


Les TBR. AV 1s, 


THE POPE IN POLITICS. (Continvep.) 


The Christian Church will best fulfill its mission when it goes back as near 
as it can to the spirit and the condition of its Founder. That Pope in all modern 
times will be the greatest of Popes, the greatest of all Popes who shall, without 
temporal power, without scrip or staff, walk about the earth and who shall be a 
man among men, who shall spurn from him the flatterers, who shall literally kick 
in the mouth the men who so debase their manhood as to come to kiss his foot. 
(Great applause.) He will be the greatest of Popes who, elected by some miracle 
—nothing short of a miracle can permit in the existing circumstances the exist- 
ing men to elect such a Pope—who, elected as if by a miracle, shall use all the 
monstrous power that has been given to him, to abdicate that power, to break 
it, to smash it, to grind it to powder and make it impossible for his successors 
for a thousand years to build it up again. (Applause.) 

When a little while ago some one said that he would be one of the greatest 
of the Popes who should be seen walking down Broadway (laughter) clad in the 
ordinary habiliments of a modern man and refusing to let men carry him upon 
their shoulders, when all men would carry him in their hearts, it was looked upon 
as ablasphemy. ‘“ What? ‘The Pope to wear clothes like an ordinary mortal !” 
As if it were worse, almost, than denying the Trinity to assert that the Pope should 
walk the streets with a hat of modern fashion (laughter), with a hat that should 
not be 500 years behind the fashion. As if it were necessary for the dignity and 
the honor of the Pope that he must wear a hat, if he wears a hat at all, five hun- 
dred years old. So that, no doubt, from that point of view, it will be eminently 
a proper thing five hundred years from now, when perhaps stovepipe hats will be 
five hundred years behind the fashion, for the Pope to be seen carried on some 
kind of a vehicle up and down Broadway wearing a stovepipe hat. (Great 
laughter.) 


Now is it a necessary concomitant of the office of the Pope that he must be 
worshiped like a grand lama wtth three genuflections, one at the door. one at the 
middle, one at his chair; after which there comes a kind of a scramble to get at 
his foot and kiss it; and then to be carried on men’s shoulders in a position in 
which it is hard for anybody to look very dignified? Is it necessary, in order to 
do the will of his Master, to preach the gospel of Christ, that the pope shall be 
a temporal ruler, shall have a kingdom over which to rule in spite of his sub- 
jects, as if those so-called subjects were so many cattle, born upon his estate, 
with no more rights than cattle? Is it necessary for the office of the Pope that 
his successor shall be to.day the worst enemy of his country, that he shall be the 
chief obstacle to the liberty, the unity and the independence of Italy ? 
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One of the wost unpardonable, and, in some views, amusing aspects of the 
subject, is that the greatest sticklers for this temporal power, this kingship, of 
the Pope, for what they call the spiritual and the temporal sovereignty of the 
vicar of Christ,are men converted from English or American Protestantism, 
Talk about Irish Catholics! [I am glad to vindicate the Irish blood within me 
by saying that the most incredible subserviency, the most brutal adulation of the 
Pope, comes from converts, English and American, to the Catholic faith. And 
some of the best hopes of a resistance to the undue assumption of temporal 
power, the restraining of the Pope’s power where it has no business, lie to-day in 
the rebellious spirit of Irish Catholics. (Great applause.) 

“ The beneficence of the Pope’s influence in politics?” It has been the 
curse of nearly every nation. It has been the curse of Italy, France, Spain, 
Germany, England, Ireland. God forbid! God forbid that the hated thing 
should have an ill-omened revival. There is a sort of revival just now, but I am 
glad to believe—in fact, I think I know—that it is a sort of opera bouffe revivals 
One of the greatest humorists of the age, Prince Bismarck, thought he might as 
well amuse himself by capturing a few rocks away out in the Pacific Ocean, a 
portion of the Caroline Islands, upon which some German settler had built a 
shanty, and Bismarck thought he might as well take those islands. The Spanish 
hidalgos got their blood up about this, and Bismarck, the humorist, thought it 
too huge a joke to have a war with Spain over such a trifle; and only too glad 
to get any kind of half-way decent way of backing out of such a comic opera 
situation, sent somebody to Rome to ask “his holiness,” the Pope, to kindly 
consent to be arbitrator in this very unpleasant controversy that had arisen be- 
tween Germany and Spain. 

And the Pope, the so called representative of Christ, was actually flattered, 
intensely flattered, by the attentions of Bismarck. And he fell in love with Bis- 
marck. There was a kind of flirtation between him and Bismarck, and they ex 
changed portraits. (Great laughter.) And the flatterers of the Pope began to 
tell him that he was one of the greatest of the Popes. “Have you heard the 
roar of our lion?” punning upon his name, Leo, which you know means lion. 
“Have you seen the revival of the dignity of the holy see? It seems we are in 
the middle ages again, when the Pope was the arbitrator of nations.” (Laugh- 
ter.) And that opera bouffe performance of the Caroline Islands is one of the 
chief glories of this “ most glorious reign.” This adulation, piling it on an inch 
thick, is really something too disgusting. 

There was a Pope, who died about ten years ago, who lived in the Papacy 
some thirty-one years. One would have supposed that there never had been a 
Pope before him. He was a great, immortal, wonderful man whom the Lord, 
in his singularly loving providence, had granted to our age! And the poor old 
man was hardly fairly cold before he was forgotten and another man was selected 
in his place. And it is really amusing to see how the man who was made a god 
of but a few years ago is now coldly dismissed by the title of “your predeces- 
sor.” ‘The flatterers of the present Pope are wise. People do not like to hear 
too much praise of their predecessors or successors. If you wish to be courte- 
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ous to the Pope havea care that you do not praise Pius IX. too much now in 
any of your addresses to Leo XIII. And do not be too ready to praise any 
Cardinal whom you happen to know as one eminently fit to fill the see of 
Rome, for such a man would then have a chance of being relegated to some very 
obscure bishopric. (Applause.) 


Now, my dear brethren and sisters, is it not nearly time for some of us to 
raise our voices and protest that it is no part of our religion to engage in this 
fulsome adulation and deification of a poor old gentleman, seventy-eight years 
old, with one foot in the grave; a poor, tottering, absent-minded old man, an 
old bag of bones who foolishly imagines that he is one of the greatest of the 
Pontiffs and can arbitrate the quarrels of nations? Imagine Bismarck, if he had 
any really serious business on hand, committing it to the arbitration of the Pope. 
(Laughter.) Imagine anybody seriously going to Bismarck and proposing to him 
that he should submit to the arbitration of the Pope the question of the posses- 
sion or the restoration of Alsace and Lorraine? (Cries of “Ah! ah!” and ap- 
plause.) 


So far is it from being true that the Pope in politics, by being in politics, is 
furthering the kingdom of Christ and preaching the gospel, it is the fact that 
his being in politics is the chief impediment to the universal spreaching of the 
gospel and the coming of the glorious day foretold by the Master when there 
shall be but one Christian fold, of which He shall be the spiritual and loving 
shepherd. It is through the temporal sovereignty of the Pope that Italy, which 
would be perhaps the greatest of Catholic countries, is to-day forced into an 
attitude of bitter hostility to the Papacy because of its clinging to the rotten old 
timbers of the accursed temporal throne. 


To prop up that tottering throne in ’49 and since, the Pope, prompt to act, 
called the bayonets of French and Austrians and Spaniards, so that Romans were 
compelled every day that they walked the streets of their native city to witness 
the shame of a foreign garrison, brought there by the Pope to keep them slaves, 
What wonder, then, that they hated the accursed thing ? 


This infallible Pope who can never say anything wrong or do anything un- 
wise, this infallible, impeccable Pope, whom it would seem a; if it were the duty 
of everybody to consider impeccable, has time and again bedeviled the politics 
of nations as to-day he does the politics of Italy. There are in that country 
good men, holy men, learned men, gifted men, priests, bishops and members of 
religious orders who are hungering for conciliation between their Church and 
their country, but they scarcely dare to speak. 


And the Pope is trying to strengthen his alliance with Engfand, with Russia, 
with Prussia, at the expense every time of the poor Catholic people (applause), 
of North Germany, of Poland, of England, of Ireland. (Applause.) ‘The Pope 
in politics! Look at the outrage recently put upon the faithful people of Ireland 
by sending a commission of two Italian prelates to investigate them at the dicta- 
tion of an English lord, in order to obtain the help of England in building up his 
rotten temporal throne. (Applause.) 
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The Pope in politics! Infallible! Most fallible of men. He can scarcely 
take a step but what he is sure to make a blunder worse than a crime because 
he has no business in politics. It should be his business to preach the gospel, 
and every man should stick to his own trade, and the ecclesiastical cobbler, 
like every other cobbler, should stick to his last. (Applause.) And aman who 
might make a good priest, would make as a rule a very poor politician, 6f which 
I, myself, am an illustrious example. It is one of the signs of the degeneracy 
of the church and churchmen, that while criminally neglecting their own business 
of preaching the gospel and adminstering the sacraments to the poor, they seek 
to control education and politics, of which you have examples lying loose all 
around you in this very city and all over this country, (Applause.) 

I flatter myself that although I am not much of a priest I am a better priest 
than I am a politican (cheers and applause), and I think I can safely say, as a 
matter of fact, that the least of the crimes charged against me was substantially 
that I was too single minded and too enthusiastic and too childlike in my belief 
in the teachings of the Christian Church. I believed that religion needed not 
the paltry, wretched, miserable aid of sham parochial schools, that it needed not the 
alliance of a corrupt political faction, that all it needed was to raise up men with 
the spirit of Christ to send out to preach the gospel to every creature, and that 
we in this magnificent field of perfect freedom would speedily bring the whole 
land to acknowledge the beauty of the religion of Christ. Iam sure that in not 
the least of the churches—that of which I happened to be pastor—there were no 
politics preached, no political tracts distributed in the pews (great applause), 
even when they were sent through ecclesiastical channels by the vicar general or 
the boss of Tammany Hall. (Hisses and applause.) And itis clearly true that 
you can be good Catholics, and I pray that you shall all be better Catholics, for 
refusing in the name of religion to take your politics from Rome; for the more 
of your politics you take from Rome the less religion you will have (applause) and 
the more you refuse to take your politics from Rome the more likely you are to 
preserve your religion in its purity and to win for your religion the respect and 
the friendship and even perhaps the fellowship of your fellow countrymen. The 
Catholic religion is best to-day where it has been remotest for generations from 
the intrigue and the politics of the court of Rome. (Applause.) The Catholic 
religion has been purest, it has the most perfect allegiance of all those who call 
themselves Catholics in all those countries where the Church is shorn of tempor- 
al power, where it has no voice in politics. 

“The Pope in his high regal chair, the great friend of science, the promot- 
er of liberty.” “* The Church has always been on the side of liberty, of science, 
of progress.” So said the theologians last Sunday, and so said some of the pol- 
iticians on last Wednesday at Cooper union. (Hisses.) About a thousand 
years ago an Irish bishop was clubbed as heretical for teaching that there were 
antipodes ; but I have seen people from the antipodes and have had them din- 
ing at my table and am none the worse. (Laughter.) And the Pope himself sent 
a Cardinal out to the antipodes, Cardinal Moran, of Sydney, a man whom he 
called all the way from Sydney to make archbishop of Dublin in spite of the un. 
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animous wish of the people and clergy of Dublin and the bishops of Ireland. He 
sent all the way to Australia to bring back an Irishman named Moran, a nephew 
of Cardinal Cullen (hisses and groans), to make him archbishop of Dublin to 
please Queen Victoria. What had the Holy Ghost got to do with that, I should 
like to know? (Great laughter and applause.) While this man was coming on 
his long voyage from Australia the bishops and clergy of Ireland so browbeat the 
Pope almost threatening a schism, that he was really compelled to appoint Arch- 
bishop Walsh. And so the Australian prelate was met at Brindisi on the way 
from Australia and told that he was not to be archbishop of Dublin, but that the 
Pope would send him back a Cardinal There is the Pope in politics ready to 
sell out poor Ireland. (Cries of that’s it! that’s it!” and applausc.) 

Now there is enough Irish blood in me, or rather I say there is enough of 
the red blood of a man in me, to make me angry—to make me say, at all haz- 
ards to you Catholic men and women, to make me willing to say to all the world 
if I could, let the Pope mind his own business. Insist upon it, clamor for it, 
petition, demand, threaten to rebel, refuse supplies, tighten your purse strings 
(cries of “ That's it! that’s it!” and applause), compel that ecclesiastical ma- 
chine to give the clergy and the people the control of your temporalities. 

When priest or Pope interferes with your politics or dictates to you unduly 
about the education of your children, in such matters tell them to mind their 
own business. If they choose to excommunicate you for that, you can say with 
a clear conscience: ‘“ Let them excommunicate me.” And as much as we value 
their sacraments, we are theologians enough to know that God has never limit- 
ed his own power. Thank God, it is the teaching of theology that conscience 
issupreme. (Great applause.) 


There come times for nations and individuals when they must fall back up- 
on that reserved right of conscience; and it is my own case to-day. I have no 
misgivings. I am as near God to-night perhaps as I ever was in my life, an ex- 
communicated, isolated priest. (Applause.) And so shall it be with each one 
of you. 

And now before I end, is it not monstrous to hear from any pulpit the as- 
sertion that we must take our politics from the Pope as well as our religion? 
When we hear that corrupt gang of politicians in Cooper Union last Wednes- 
day glorifying the ecclesiastical machine in order to bolster up their own, and 
talking about the magnificent things the Pope has done for civilization, is it not 
monstrous, I say, that with such utterances in our newspapers we should look in 
vain in the editorial columns for even an exclamation of surprise? 

And now I prophesy that the Know-Noruincs of the future will not be so 
much your native Americans as they will be Irish Catholics (‘ Hear, hear,” and 
applause)—that the men to put to shame you Americans of Protestant and Pur- 
itan faith, the men to put you to the blush in their magnificent protest against 
the interference of any ecclesiastical machine will be men of Catholic faith and 
men of Irish extraction. (Applause.) 

And now, dear friends, I will end with the thought that is always uppermost 
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in my mind, the thought of universal charity, of supreme love that makes us em- 
brace with tenderest affection even those who would put us to death. It is nat- 
ural enough that we should be all the more indignant at the abuses of something 
that has been very near and very dear to us. We may condemn the crime, but 
we must have infinite pity and infinite charity for all offenders. And I think I 
can safely say, with all sincerety and honesty, that in all my action I am prompt- 
ed not by hatred but by much love (applause), not by hatred of the Catholic 
Church—not by hatred even of those men who are its administrators. I am 
philosopher enough to know that they themselves are the creatures and the vic- 
tims of the machine. But this is my hope and this is my prayer that that pow- 
er that now seems so wonderfully entrenched shall in the providence of God 
be broken up either by mighty revolutions that shall reduce the machine to 
impotence and poverty so that all the unworthy shall be driven from the ship, 
and that poverty, destitution. persecution, martydom may purify the Church; or 
the other alternative which seems far more difficult of fulfillment—that in the 
providence of God there shall come a great man with wondrous genius, with 
mighty heart, with dauntless coyrage to smash the machine that shall have creat- 
ed him, to make the first use of his power in kicking away the throne upon which 
they will have placed him ; in dispensing with the useless lackeys, “and soldiers, 
and guards, and servants ; in vacating his so-called prison of the Vatican with 
its thousands. of rooms and its pagan museum and princely court-yards, and 
making a free donation of all these things to the people of Rome, and saying to 
the people of Italy and the world: “I ask nothing but your love, that you will 
lend me your ears that I may preach to you the truths of Christ ; I ask none of 
the earthly gifts beyond what may be necessary for my poor shelter and raiment, 
and I shall be cautious in becoming even the almoner of your charities. I have 
more than enough to do to preach Christ and Him crucified, to teach men to 
pray, to teach them morals and virtue, and to administer the consolation of Christ’s 
sacraments. Tempt me not with power and with wealth. I will give you all that 
I have if you will but give the allegiance of your minds and the worship of your 
hearts to Christ Jesus who loves us.” 

When such a man shall come upon the world he shall be the blessed 
precursor of the coming of the kingdom of heaven. (Great applause.) 


Please God, we shall hear more of Father McGlynn, Cardinal, and the world 
at large shall read more of his denunciations of your Church, whether you like 
it or not. Yours truly, 

JAMES A. O’CONNOR 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTES. 


Hundreds upon hundreds of our 
last year’s subscribers have not yet re- 
What is the mat- 


Is not the Magazine better than 


newed for this year. 
ter? 
ever? and is not the interest in the sub- 
jects it so lucidly discusses greater than 
ever? If we may judge by the letters 
we receive every day, and the voice of 
the press, the answer to both questions 
From time to time we 
print a few of such letters and press 
notices 


mnst be, yes. 


as in this issue—but it is al- 
ways with a sense of unworthiness. If 
we thought for a moment that we de- 
served such praise as is given in these 
notices, we would print all the fine let- 
ters and all the kind words that are 
showered upon us. But we know we 
do not merit them, and we forbear. 
At the same time those testimonies are 
valuable as evidences of the good that 
such a Magazine as this can accomplish. 
Thank God, much good has been done. 
But much more remains to be done. 
We shall continue to throw light on 
the darkness of Romanism, for the 
benefit of onr Catholic friends, ‘‘hold 
the mirror up to nature”, and let them 
see how the Roman Catholic Church 
has made the Word of God of no effect 
for them; and we shall be vigilant in 
exposing the corrupt designs of the Pa- 
pacy in this country. The Pope says 
America is the only country in the world 
where he is really free. But when he 
had freedom in Europe, he tyrannized 
over the people. Shall he use his free- 
dom here, through his hierarchical a- 
gents, to enslave Americans and make 
them bow to his dictation? Not if 
Tue ConverTED CATHOLIC can prevent 
him. 


Some of our subscribers may receive 
asecond copy of the Magazine this 
month. The difficulty of arranging 
our mailing lists, with limited means to 
employ competent hands, must be our 
apology. Next month we hope every- 
thing will be straightened out. When- 
ever an extra copy comes into the hands 
of any of our subscribers, we hope 
they will hand it to some friend, with 
the request to subscribe for it as soon 
as convenient. 

Not even in previous issues of THE 
ConveRTED CaTHOLIC, good as_ they 
were, can such interesting articles be 
found as appear this month: There 
are more to follow. Dr. McGlynn’s 
case is bound to come into the courts, 
and the dark ways of Rome will have 
light thrown upon them. One of his 
followers, who died suddenly at Father 
McGlynn’s meeting in the Academy ot 
Music, Sunday evening, Feb. 19, has 
been refused interment in Calvary Cem- 
etery, which is owned by the Roman 
Catholic Chnrch, and from which Arch- 
bishop Corrigan derives an income of 
$40,000 a year. The family of the de- 
ceased have brought suit to compel the 
Church authorities to allow the inter- 
ment. The case will be fully reported 
in our pages. 


The unusual offer of Father Chini- 
quy’s great work, ‘‘Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome,” and Lord Robert 
Montague’s latest book, ‘‘The Sower 
and the Virgin”, both free for ten new 
subscribers, has brought us many new 
readers. We hope to receive many 
more orders for the books, with the 
names of new subscribers. It is not 
necessary to send all the names at once. 
Get as many as you can and send them 
on, and the books will be forwarded. 





